Editor: Janet Edmondson

The O1d Vicarage, Thorpe Thewles, Stockton-on-Tees. Tel: 0740 30938

Letter from the Editor

The highlight of the last few weeks for the
NPA has undoubtadly been the wonderful
day at Cloveland College of Art & Dosign
with Walter Keeler and Takeshi Yasuda.
Their joint taf and demonstration was vory
well atlended and greatly enjoyed by all
who were there. Our thanks te David
Greaves for organising the evenl

Qur main thoughts turn now to Ripon in
September when we expect an even bigger
and better camp with plenty of lvely talks,
demonsirations and discussions. Do not
forget bookings must be made by August
23rd.

It is geod to hear that the NPA net is
sproading far and wide, and we're ploased
to learn about Maggie Berkowitz’ trip to
Japan - see this lssue. Wo want 1o hear
abeut any such frips or awards 50 please
keep the information coming.

My only cther plea in this newsheet
concarns a new photo index, as it is our
intention 1o produce a 1982 ediion. The
new index will keep more or less the same
format as before and we hops as many
pecple as pessible will contribute entries.
There will be more Getails in the next
nawsshaat but please start proparing the
information. Wo will nood a good quality
biack & white photo of you and another of
your work plus a briof written resumé of your
work, Name and address for sending this
info will be given in the nextissue. If you are
having phetos taken of your work and the
quality is good encugh, why not send soms
updztad photos for our slide index as well?

All that remains is for me to wish you all
a good summer and we look forward to
seeing as many of you as possible at Ripon
in Septombaor.

Janet Edmondson, Editor

Committee Update

A skeleton committes aflended the meeting
at the house of Isabel Denyer, 20th April
1991.

It was reported that the first stage of the
annual exhibtion will now open at the
Ladygate Gallery, Beverley on 28th
September 1831 and will runfor five weeks.

Grant application to Yorkshire Arts has

been conciticnaly approved. Contributions
are forthcoming towards events in the North
West from NWA.

Discussion onsued about the various
grant systems now used by RAB's and the
meeting recegnisod the need 10 adapt
prosont practicas involved in the planning
and accounting for eventsin order to receivo
continued support.

Final planning for Ripon is underway.
Posters, booking forms elc are printed and
being distributed. A live band has been
engaged and arrangements for tiered
seating made, advertising is ¢n schodule
and places ar¢ already being beoked.

The lectura/demo cccurring at Preston
Polytechnic as the committee sat had not
been well enough publicised.

The joint damo for the following wook by
Takeshi Yasuda and Walter Keeler at
Cleveland College of At & Design was
predictably sold out.

The Firing event is all set for 23 June at
Syl Macros pottery, Alston, Cumbria

The search for a letter heading and logo
confinues, 2sadesign compeliticn. Deadline
for entries is set at 20 July when final and
absolute decisions will be made.

A written report from Paul Scett
anncuncod that the naxtclay supplomontis
underway and looking goed. Paul alse
aftirmed the curtallment of his committee
activities apart from editorship of the clay
supplement owing fo new and extensive
personal commilments.

After lunch the commitiee resumed with
a general discussion sbout Associziion
objectives. This covered the following

Annual Camp - Increasingly successful
princpal eventrequining staady development
and new intiative in order 10 evolve and
improve consistently.,

Exhibitions - A significant contribution
which mightbe extended beyond the existing
selected show inlo more regular small scale
local & dstant initiztives.

One Day Events - The programme sheuld
in future reflect the associations' mein
preoccupation with annual Camp and
Exhibifion Smedfor autumn and concentrate
on more cost-efiective events in the first
part of the yoar.

Newsheet - Felt to be an essental aid to
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ensuring and establishing communication
within the membership,

Photographlc Index - Considered as
having a potentially major role in promating
members. New edition proposed on a 8-
yearly basis, Format and distribution to be
based on our by now extensive past
experience.,

Membership - The proforma membership
application to be redesigned to include a
simple promotional leatlet - to ba discussed
furthor,

Meeting closed at 3.00pm,

Noxt mooting June 1,

Pottery Demonsiralion

by
Walter Keeler & Tukeshi Yasuda

An audience of more than a hundred
gathered at Cleveland College of A1t &
Design on May 4to hear and seé these two
woll-known potters. Each began by
describing his career and devolopment, with
wall chosen slides for illustration. Walter
Kaelertaughlenthe pottory course atHarrow
inits 'golden era’in the late sixties and early
seventies and now lives and pois in 2
beautiful property in South Wales, While
tracing the development of his distinclive
‘metallic’ stoneware he emphasised the
importance of function in his designs,
referring to his brief departure in the 1970°s
into stylistic pottery as an aberration, Takeshi
Yasuda's pilgrimage has been mere
complox: baginning in Japan as an
apgrentice bofore having his own workshop,
moving 1o this country in his twenties and
experiencing a lay-off of five years from
potting while he had to struggle with
deprassion, befors re-entering the fray with
fresh enthusiasm, new vigour and a sense
of salf realisation, all of which can now bs
clearly seen in his work. Both potters then
demonstrated their art in tandem, with
sharply distinctive styles contrasting and
complementing ¢ach other in a stimulating
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Walier Kooler
and instructive way .

After an excellent lunch we all repaired to
the Cleveland Crafts Centre to see the
exhibition of their work, with a further
opportunity for them to discuss their pots
and answer questions, As an indication of
the response they engendsered, at the end
of the afternoon only cne or two pots
remained unsold and | suspect there were
members like me who wished they had
reached for their cheque books earlier!

* Thanks to David and Kate Greaves for
their hard work in organising a most

enjoyabie day.
Mark Denyer

(lay Magazine
As | mentioned in the lzst Newssheet Paul
Scottis still logking for back coples of Clay
Magazine. He has had soms response fo
- that request but still needs mere...

Thanis fo those who replied fo my request
forold 'Clay’ magazines. | have managed o
$001551054,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11,13, 14,15,
16, 17 - ia from Oct 1978 fo Sept 1982, 1
wowld ke 1o see lssues 1, 2, 3,12 and any
olher number 17 up fo the first ‘Clay’
supplemeant in Artists Newslotter, March
1584. If you have copies you can lend me,
(i will return them), please ring me on 06973
81706,

The original purpose of my scouring old
‘Clays'was o seeif any articles were suitable
forre-publicationin Atists Newsletlers 'Fact
Packs'. This now seems uniikely — fow
articlas ware of the kind we could use.
Howgvar, wo hope to 4o information sheets
on say ‘buying a kiln', ‘using propane gas’,
Waildhing Kins” ele - watch out for details,

To go back to old "Clay’ Issves and
newslefters, the NPA does net possess a
complste collection of these. As editar of
Claylwouldlike 19 see a compiete colscion
of ‘Clays” kep! lor refarence — have kept at
ieast two copiss of sach suppiement. If you
have oid ‘Clays' you would be happy to
donate for an NPA efficial collection pleaze
gotin fouch. Paul Scott

Maggie Berkowitz

NPA member Maggle Berkowitz wrote to
mojustbofore Eastor withdetails of aworking
rip 1o Japan. Maggie 1 to spond threo
months working in a tile factory after
spendngthefirstweckatthe IAC conference
at Shigaraki. Her visit is being co-funded by
NA and the Ibstock Brick Co.

Maggie werks producing painted pictures
en industrially produced tiles by applying
and firing glazes. Hor work includes ficors
for Rossall School, Lancs; a Dragon game
for achildrens heliday farmin Wales, andan
illustrated 'Labyrinth” for Digithurst Ltd in
Roysten, Horts. Her most racent work was
an 8' panal for the Rowntree Trust Family
fund, in York {see photo).

Maggle has promised us atalk with slides
on her return $0 details of Lhis will appear in
fuiure evenisin either the Autumn or Spring

Maggie Bevkowiz

Potelays One-Day Seminars
Tuesday 20 August

Electric kiln control, operation and
maintenance
Wodnesday 21 August

Glazing and Firing
Thursday 22 August

Throwing, twraing and handbuilding
Wednesday 4 December

Slip preparation and casting
Thursday 5 Docember

Safety in Ceramic Ecucation

More details and application forms are
availablo from:

Potclays Ltd, Brickkiln Lane, Etrurla,
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs,

Tel: 0782 213816, Fax: 0782 236506,

Education

Claveland Collegoe cf Art & Design,
Greon Lane, Middlestrough.
Tol: 0542 821441 ¢t 228

Part-time Certificate
In Design Crafts

Duration: Thres years parl-ime
Commencament: Septembsr
Areas of Specialisation; Studio Ceramice!
Pottery; Jewsliery/Silvarsmithing;
Viocod/Furniture

This course ia intondod to provice the
more advanced student with the
opportunity 1o devalop a personal
approach 1o the design and making of
functional, decorative or sculptural
objects in the areas of studio ceramics,
Jawallary anc silvarsmithing, wood/
furniture. The coflege has excellent
studio/workshop and Forary resources,
and facilities. Students at this lavel are
likely to have slready determined a
spacialism which they wish to pursus but
mixed discipline groups maet togsather
for basic drawing, visits to exhibitions
and spacial lectures, Students can
iscuss indvidual roquiramants with full-
time and visiting lecturars who have
specalist skills in 30 design, craft
processes and technigues, marketing
and business advice where relevant.

[finterested, you are invited to fll in 2
Design Crafts Course application form
and we will arrange anintarview to which
we would ask you to bring examples of
3D craftwerk and any drawings, plans,
otc. which you have made. Current
studants range from 18 10 80 year olds
and include for example: the ratired, the
vnemployed, adult education dass
students wanting amoro advanced leval,
Former students have successfully set
w thewr own small craft business or
progressed to fullime further and higher
education courses. A special feature of
part-tima courses at this college is that
stucdents have, by arrangomont, 2c¢ass
to the same professional advice as full-
tims students.

You will ba expected o attand 2
minimum of ning hours per wesk. This
will normally be mada up of one full day
(Tuesdays) in tha practicel workshops
and eae half day (Thursday afternocons)
in Visual Studies. Visual Studies
comprizes an infreduction 1o objective
drawing and basic design exarcises to
develop visuzl ewareneas. There may
ba cpporlunilies toinfill on other full-time
course classes by negotiation.

Hycuwouldlike any {urtherinformation
or acvice ploasa contact David Greaves
{Course Coorcinatoror Studio Ceramics),
SamCampion {Wood/Furniture), or Julie
Whitelaw (Jewsllery/Sivarsmithing).
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